.
Ground water data reports in the Knife River area were also used, including: Croft (1970) and Klausing (1971 Klausing ( , 1974 Klausing ( , 1976 .
METHOD OF STUDY
Lithologic and geophysical logs from one drill hole and data from adjacent quadrangles provided the basic data for this study (Croft, 1970) . The quality of the available coal information is variable. Lithologic and geophysical logs from exploration holes drilled by the North Dakota Geological Survey, North Dakota State Water Commission, and private coal companies generally provide the most detailed and reliable subsurface data. Lithologic logs of private water wells are less detailed and less reliable but they provide usable information in many cases. Where the data for a specific coal bed appeared to be inconsistent or inaccurate, it was not included in the data base that was used for construction of derivative maps for that coal bed.
Drill hole data and projected coal outcrop traces from previous investigations (Law, 1977) were plotted on the coal data map, Plate 1. The lignite beds of the Tongue River member were formed in large swamps adjacent to fluvial channels (Rehbein, 1977) . 
